
7 th Colloquium Cities of Remembrance
Bologna and Monte Sole–Marzabotto, 2–4 October 2026

From 29 September to 5 October, at the Monte Sole Peace School, the youth delegations will meet and discuss
the theme “YOUTH FOR RESISTANCE, YOUTH FOR PEACE”
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2 OCTOBER 2026
BOLOGNA, PALAZZO D’ACCURSIO, CAPPELLA FARNESE

8:45 a.m. - Institutional greetings
Message from the President of the Italian Republic.
Institutional greetings:
Daniele Ara – Councillor of Bologna
Valentina Cuppi – Mayor of Marzabotto
Patrice Vergriete – Mayor of Dunkirk
Michele De Pascale – President of the Emilia-Romagna Region
Hon. Andrea De Maria

9:10 a.m. - The conference on Marzabotto and the martyr cities, 
European memory and peace (Bologna, 2025)
Presentations by Prof. Filippo Focardi (University of Padua), Prof. 
Patrizia Dogliani (University of Bologna) and Prof. Eloisa Betti 
(University of Padua)

9:25 a.m. - The Dunkirk Appeal and the Brussels Pledge
Presentations by Frank Meyer (Mayor of Krefeld) and
Patrice Vergriete (Mayor of Dunkirk)
The Nancy Declaration
Presentation by Prof. Lorenzo Kihlgren Grandi (Sciences Po, Paris)

9:50 a.m. - Is the European “homeland” in danger? What forms of 
resistance? What role for cities? What role can young people play? 
TWO ROUND TABLES Moderator and coordinator: Prof. Michele 
Alacevich (University of Bologna)

1. Learning to resist: young people, memory, participation and action
Participants: Romain Bail (Municipality of Ouistreham), Florian 
Fodtran (City of Rostock), Florian Guillon (Mayors for Peace), Maria 
Obenaus (City of Dresden), Laurence Ritter (Camp des Milles), Andrea 
Marchi (Comitato Regionale per le Onoranze ai Caduti di Marzabotto)

2. Resistance and empowerment for inclusive and cooperative 
change, grounded in a renewed culture of dialogue, cooperation and 
care, at European and global society level
Participants: Dany Neudt (Heroes of the Resistance, Belgium), Anna 
Lisa Boni (Municipality of Bologna), Anna Cocchi (ANPI Bologna), Dave 
Hirons (City of Coventry), Valentina Gagic (City of Srebrenica), Matteo 
Bassoli (University of Padua), Flavio Lotti (National Coordination of 
Local Authorities for Peace and Human Rights)

11:50 a.m. - Visions of Europe and the World
Contributions from the Mayors of Bucha and Kharkiv (Ukraine), 
Hwaseong (South Korea)

12:15 p.m. - Contribution from the youth delegation

12:30 p.m. - Conclusions of the morning session
Dialogue between Anna Lisa Boni, Councillor of Bologna; Valentina 
Cuppi, Mayor of Marzabotto; and Patrice Vergriete, Mayor of Dunkirk. 
Moderated by Prof. Michele Alacevich (University of Bologna)

12:50 p.m. - Press briefi ng

1:00 p.m.  - Lunch break

3:00 p.m. - BOLOGNA, Palazzo d’Accursio, Sala Tassinari
Working groups of the international delegation
coordinated by Bruno Cooren and Flavio Lotti

5:30 p.m. - End of the proceedings

2 october 2026 - 6:00 p.m. 
BOLOGNA, Libreria Coop Zanichelli

Presentation of the book Marzabotto e le città martiri. Confl itti 
memorie e promozione della pace dal 1945 a oggi, Carocci, 2026
Edited by Filippo Focardi, Patrizia Dogliani and Eloisa Betti.
Discussants: Roberto Balzani (Director of the Department of History 
and Cultures, University of Bologna) and Andrea Marchi (Vice-
President of the Comitato Regionale per le Onoranze ai Caduti di 
Marzabotto)

3 OCTOBER 2026 • MARZABOTTO, MONTE SOLE

9:00 a.m. - Arrival of the international delegation in Marzabotto and 
reception at the Municipal Council Chamber, followed by a welcome 
from Mayor Valentina Cuppi
Monte Sole between Justice and Memory
Marco De Paolis, Military Prosecutor General

9:45 a.m. - Visit to the Memorial Area and the Interpretation Centre

10:30 a.m. - Departure of the international delegation from 
Marzabotto. Visit to the Stella Rossa Centre in Vado

11:00 a.m. - Arrival at Monte Sole and visit to the sites of the 
Memorial

1:00 p.m. - Lunch

3:00 p.m. - Meeting between the offi cial delegations and the youth 
delegations to discuss the issues addressed in the preceding days, 
at the Peace School

5:00 p.m. - The future of the Network and the 8th Colloquium

6:00 p.m. - End of the proceedings

4 OCTOBER 2026 • MARZABOTTO

Participation of the offi cial international and youth delegations
in the commemorations marking the 82nd anniversary

of the Monte Sole massacres


